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Where are Refugees From? 

ERITREA 

Historical Background 

 

• Italian Colonialism 

• Second World War 

• British Protectorate 

• Confederation with Ethiopia 

• Liberation war/movement 

• Independence 

• Unmet expectations 

 

NINE ETHNIC GROUPS IN ERITREA 

 

ERITREAN DEMOGRAPHICS 
Ethnography of Eritrea 

 

 

ERITREA 

 

A. Current political environment 

 
A. Unresolved Ethio/Eritrean conflict 

 

A. Mandatory Military Conscription 

 

A. Ethnic divisions 

 

A. Political unrest 

 

A. Religious persecution 
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ERITREAN REFUGEE IN USA 

• Relevant cultural issues  

• Language issues to be aware of 

• Expected challenges 

• Their expectations/demands  

 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO (DRC) 

• Colonial History (1877-1960) 

 

 

DRC DRC 

DRC DRC 
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DRC 
Conflict in DRC and Refugees 

• Conflict has caused  thousands of Congolese from eastern DRC 
to flee to Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia 

• Thousand of Tutsi Congolese have sought refuge in Rwanda 
and Burundi 

• In 2006, UNHCR facilitated voluntary repatriation of Congolese 
from refugee camps in Tanzania 

• Thousands of Congolese gain resettlement in USA and Canada  

DRC CONGOLESE  REFUGEES IN USA 

• Relevant cultural issues  

• Language issues to be aware of 

• Expected challenges 

• Their expectations/demands  

 

IRAQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   Surrounded by British officials, 

   Faisal is proclaimed King of Iraq (1921) 

 

IRAQ 
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IRAQ 

 IRAQ 

• Iran-Iraq war (8 years) 

• Half a million casualties 

• Several billion dollar worth damages 

• No real winner 

 

 

IRAQ 

• Iraqi chronology of key events: 

• 1534 - 1918 - Region is part of the Ottoman Empire.  

• 1914 - 1918 - World War I.  

• 1917 - Britain seizes Baghdad.  

• 1939-1945 - World War II, Britain re-occupies Iraq.  

• 1979 - Saddam Hussein becomes president. 

• 1980-1988 - Iran-Iraq war. 

• 1990 - Iraq invades Kuwait; on a collision course with 
the international community.  

• 2003 - US-led coalition invades,  

• Current environment in Afghanistan 

 

IRAQ 

 

• Ethnic divisions and politics of Power 

 

• US miscalculations and the result of Shia domination 

 

• The price of friendship with US-interpreters-Iraqi SIVs 

 

• Individual Iraq sentiments towards resettlement 

 

 

IRAQI REFUGEES IN USA 

• Relevant cultural issues  

• Language issues to be aware of 

• Expected challenges 

• Their expectations/demands  
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AFGHANISTAN 

 

AFGHANISTAN 

• Saur Revolution of 1978 (Communist insurrection 

• Soviet War in Afghanistan (1979-1989) 

• Civil War  in Afghanistan (1989-92) and Collapse of communist government 

• 1996-2001 Taliban controlled Afghanistan 

• The Northern Alliance and US 

• 2001-present western involvement 

 

 

AFGHAN SIV PROGRAM 

• More than 13,000 who worked for USA 

• More than 70% have worked as interpreters 

• More SIVs were issued in FY 2014 than in all previous years combined 

• By December 2014, additional 1000 visas will likely be exhausted 

AFGHANI REFUGEES IN USA 

• Relevant cultural issues  

• Language issues to be aware of 

• Expected challenges 

• Their expectations/demands  

 


